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Master of Ceremonies

' a )

One voice guided the entire conversation, kept the | T Y
energy high, and ensured every session flowed N : :
seamlessly at the 10th Annual Circular Economy H' '

Conference! ‘ | = |

Meet our Master of Ceremonies

Winnie is an experienced multimedia Journalist with 2l

over 10 years in TV presentirgpecialisingn Health

and Science Broadcast Journalishe works as a TV G I €.
host for NTV Kenya on programs like "Your World

NTV' and 'Health Diary NTV. Her strength lies in N
effective communication, conducting interviews with -
newsmakers and policymakers, and driving and shaping
conversations that enforce change, exactly what the
Circular Economy needs!

Winnie Lubembe Den

Master of the Ceremony ’&D ) T


https://youtu.be/XXPxiW7wEug?si=lNwUp3_myg48eXLN

The Venue
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The choice oNairobi Street Kitcheras the venue is intentional. This iconic
space embodies the principles of the circular econgrmmcluding sustainable
food systems, zervaste practices, community innovation, and local
entrepreneurship. The opeair, collaborative environment promoted high
energy networking, meaningful dialogue, and the kind of ciEssor
partnerships that drive systemic change.

Nairobi Street Kitchen (NSK) champions sustainability through reuse and
repurposing of materials, tackling Nairobi's waste problem by transforming old
buses, containers, drums, and bathtubs into its vibrant food stalls and decor,
plus focusing on locally sourced ingredients, minimizing food waste, and

offering plantbased options, creating a unique, econscious community
hub.
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DAY 1

[Arrival & Regenerative Welcome

/

Opening Circle

Choir

“Looking back into the Future”, By Juliani

Welcome by Indigenous opening story — a ceremony paying respect to nature and all that

provides us with a Sustainable Future — by Maasai Elder
Supported by Faith Supeet, Beyond Cultural Limits Foundation (Maasai CBO Kajiado)

Keynote's— Circular Systems for a Regenerative Future

Welcome by Organisers: Sustainable Inclusive Business, Kenya: Ms. Karin Boomsma
Welcome by KEPSA CEO, Ms. Carole Kariuki

Opening by Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, Ms. Anja Berretta

Keynote by Denmark in Kenya, Ms. Kamilla Heden Henningsen

Plenary session — on Design & System Thinking; Enabling the Regenerative Future

This plenary examines what it will take to Change a System - Design thinking session. How to
create a new enabling environment for deep, long-term circular change. Prof. Mugendi M'Rithaa
Co-Hosted by KAS

| Tea & Juices & EXPO

Immersive Sessions: Circularity in Practice (Choose One)

1. Closing the Loop: Circular Opportunities in Organic Waste Streams

2. Nature is Food; how to ensure healthy food systems and learn from
indigenous knowledge

3. ESG the real Sustainability Journey — Masterclass by TheRockGroup

Local Lunch & EXPO

A zero-waste lunch featuring Healthy food choices.

@ynote by CS Ministry Environment, Climate Change and Forestry: Hon Dr.\
Deborah Barasa

Edukans, Ms. Nelly Marete - Sprout Africa, Mr. Nahum Okwiya, S
IB, Mr. Jeremy Kaburu
Video

CATWALK UPCYCLED TEXTILES - by AfroWema + Delight fashion Show

Launch Textile Toolkit: WearTheGreenFuture — How to Redesign, Slow
wwn, No waste and building Circular Social opportunities /

ﬁlenary - > practicing Design Thinking: How to be sustainable & circular. \
Honest conversations and realisations & creative practice!

Repair & Refurbish: Circular Design in Daily life, Business & Textiles,
Co-hosted by Denmark in Kenya. — led by AfroWema & Green Thing & WEEE
Centre & WhisperChampions

Mending, making, repairing and redesigning on the spot — the ‘doing

workshop. j
p N

Immersive Sessions: Circularity in Practice (Choose One)

A. Circular Financing & Digital Era — how do we grow Circular Businesses
B. Biodiversity, Business & Society: The Living Economy
C. Circular Manufacturing for Inclusive Economies

- 4

[Closing Ceremony , SIB@10 Celebration + Networking drinks & snacks ]
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Choir performance

Redfourt Chorus
Choir

Day One of the 0Annual Circular Economy
Conference kicked off with a vibrant performance
by the RedFourthChorus Chair.

TheRedfourthChorus is a renowned Kenyan youth
vocal group known for blending African and global
musical traditions to create a unique and powerful
sound. They are a collective of contemporary
choral groups, including boys, girls, kids, youth, and
adult choirs, focused on community and cohesion
through music.




Regenerative Welcome

Masaal Elders

Beyond Cultural Limits (BCL)
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The Maasai from th&ajiadoCounty working under Beyond ey U
Cultural Limits (BCL) took the opportunity to formally engage
with the Conference audience, highlighting the deepted
connection between their community and the natural

environment.

Represented by elders, the Maasai brought forward their

indigenous knowledge, emphasizing the role of cultural

traditions in guiding sustainable practices. The elders performed

a ceremonial blessing to open the proceedings, symbolically
fAY]1AY3 LINIGAOALIYGEA G2 GKS yI GdzNF
ancestral heritage.



https://youtu.be/o3YGqOTND9Q

Looking back into the
Future

Juliani

WatchWdzt ARbfly;‘C)tidﬂsé

Julianiis a Kenyan artist who champions the circular economy, especially in waste
management, by integrating technology (like the Taka Bank platform) to connect
consumers with recyclers, turning trash into valuable products (like lamps from
hangers), empowering youth, and promoting responsible consumption, essentially
creating economic opportunities from waste to achieve environmental
sustainability. He views tha@rcular economy as creating valdsom what's

discarded, moving beyond linear takeakedispose models to systems where
materials are reused, recycled, and kept in use, aligning with principles like
reducing waste and creating closed loops.


https://youtu.be/R_t_hezVzjI

CEO REMARKS

Carole Kariuki

CEO, Kenya Private Sector
Alliance

Overthe past decade,Kenyahas made significant
strides in implementing circular economy
principles, transitioning from  conceptual
discussionsto practical applications Partnerships
betweenthe private sector,government,counties,
andinternationalcollaboratorshavebeencriticalin
shapingpolicy frameworks, building capacity,and
supporting localized initiatives such as waste
segregation, regenerative agriculture, and
sustainablepackaging This collaborativeapproach
demonstratesthat circulareconomyis not only an
environmental agenda but also a driver of
economic resilience, social inclusion, and
innovation

df we look
backwhencircularityconversations were still
emergingin Kenya, the circular economy was
often seen as an abstract idesgmething that
might be good for the planet, but perhaps too
O2YLX SE T2 NJ BubglerthiQlast NB
decade, that perception has changed
significantly.Circularity has moved, from
theory to practice, from pilots tprogrammes
from Nairobi to countieand from waste
management to full systems redesiga

Y

ay



https://youtu.be/o4FyO3POzDQ

Welcome Remarks

KARIN BOOMSMA

PROJECT DIRECTOR
SIB-K

The 10th Sustainablelnclusive BusinessCircular
Economy Conference and No Waste Festival
marked a decade of collaborative engagement
among diverse  stakeholders, including
communities, startups, academia,corporates,and
civil society This gathering reflects a growing
recognition of the interconnectednessof human
and natural systems, rooted in indigenous
knowledge and traditional practices Historically,
communitiesin Kenyahave emphasizedliving in
harmony with the environment, viewing all life
formsasintegralto humansurvival

We are all nature. The trees are our kin.
The river is our lifeblood, and to harm it is
to harm our own future. This philosophy
underscores the principle of collective
responsibility captured in the assertion, |
am because we are, 0 highlighting that
sustainable outcomes depend on
collaborative action and the
acknowledgement that human well -being
IS inseparable from ecosystem health.

Circularity represents a paradigm shift,
with the fAcradle -to- cradle 0 concept
illustrating how products and materials
can continuously regenerate within the
economy rather than being discarded. By
embracing these principles, societies can
design for durability, sustainability, and
inclusivity, strengthening ecological
resilience and community prosperity
while honouring indigenous knowledge
and long - standing human - nature
interaction.

N

CRCULAR
EOONOMT

CONFLRENCE



https://youtu.be/tWIeLrorMGI

Keynote Address 1

Anja Berretta

KAS KENYA

Circular Systems for a Regenerative Future

Circulareconomystrategiesoffer solutionsthat can
reduceimports, build resilientlocal industries,and
generate millions of jobs acrosssectors such as
agriculture,  manufacturing, energy, and
construction Examples include reducing post
harvest losses through improved storage and
composting, recycling metals and plastics,
repurposingbuilding materials, and promoting e-
wasterecyclinghubsin the digitaleconomy

OThe circular economy represents more
than an environmental concept; it is a
strategic pathway to economic growth,
job creation, and global leadership in
sustainable development. Africa,
experiencing rapidrbanisationand
projected population growth, faces
increasing demand for housing, food, and
energy while grappling with high
unemployment and limited resourcd3y
implementing circular strategies, Africa
can lower its carbon footprint, promote
reuse, and cut waste. Circularity is a
pathway to resilience, prosperity, and
global leadership in sustainabilit¢€ircular
products may be perceived as expensive,
but overcoming this challenge is essential
to achieve resilience, prosperity, and
sustainabilityb €

\

/



https://youtu.be/WpYACRdPMig

Keynote Address 2

Kamilla Heden
Henningsen
DENMARK IN KENYA

Uniting Stakeholders,Empowering Communities
The Social Engine of Circular Economy

Over the past decade, Kenyahas acceleratedits
circular economy transition through strong
collaboration between government, industry,
researchers,and communities, supported by a
strategic partnership with Denmark This
cooperation has strengthened key policies,
Improved waste valuechain capacity,and driven
milestones such as the Sustainable Waste
ManagementAct 2022, the EPRRegulations2024,
waste segregation pilots, digitized audits, and
stronger publicprivate dialogue As structural
progressadvances,a socioeconomicstudy at the
Dandora dumpsite highlights the vital yet
vulnerablerole of waste pickers,whoselivelihoods
are affectedby changingegulations Thesensights
are now informing training and policy to ensure
inclusive transition. 5 Sy Y I dldyaihg support
continues to reinforce Y S y édffa@ato build a
circulareconomythat is sustainablejnclusive,and
resilient

OWaste pickers help drive the circular
economy forward yet they do so out of
necessity and often under very unsafe and
difficult conditions. As Kenya advances
waste segregation at source and
strengthens environmental regulations,
these changes also affect those who earn
their living by recovering materials at the
dump site. The insights from our study
now guide training efforts and inform
policy discussions to ensure that the shift
to a circular economy does not leave
informal workers behind €

Qe



https://youtu.be/hc_T0qVIPhk

Keynote Address 4

Dr. Sally Kimosop

Secretary of the Ministry of
Environment

Green Jobs,New Markets, and Resilient Futures
The Power of Circular Economy

Circularapproachesare proving to be more than
just a sustainability narrative they are creating
tangible economic opportunities Businessesare
reducingoperationalcosts,accessingniew markets,
and generatinginclusivegreenjobs, particularlyfor

youth and women, reinforcingthe 3 2 @S Ny Y S thef) Zenvironmental violations

bottom-up economic transformation (BETA)
agenda The conference demonstrates that
circularity thrives when innovation meets
collaboration,and when systemicthinking is paired
with practical action By integrating sustainability
into everydaybusinessand community practices,
Kenyais not only closingthe loop on resourcesbut
also opening doors to a more equitable and
prosperouduture.

Mary Njogu

CEO, NECC

Governancein Action: Driving Circular Economy
Through Environmental Oversight

GThe National Environmental Complaints
Committee (NECC)in Kenya is mandated to

investigate complaints related to air and water

pollution, noise, waste mismanagement,
deforestation, sand harvesting, quarrying, and

Investigations
involve site visits, interactions with affected
communities,and assessmenbf compliancewith

environmental laws. Beyond enforcement, NECC
contributes to policy formulation, promotes
environmental justice, enhances institutional

capacity, and raises public awareness on

sustainablepractices By guiding stakeholderson

responsible environmental management, NEC
actively supportsthe adoption of circulareconomy
practicesin Keny&

Dr. Mamo B. Mamo,
PhD, EBS

DG, NEMA

Shared Responsibility, Shared Impact Citizensat
the Heart of Circular Economy

OA critical challengeremains perception waste is
often seenas mere refuserather than a resource
We are all waste generators We must take
responsibilityfor our waste and ensurethat we do
not litter our environment Achievinga circular
economyrequiresa paradigmshift, where citizens
recognizeenvironmental stewardshipas both an
individual and collective responsibility Programs
such as greening school curricula, integrating
sustainability into universities, and repurposing
materialsin publicvenuesdemonstratehow policy,
education, and citizen engagement can work
together to advance circular economy objectives
and sustainabilitygoalse

A/

%


https://youtu.be/7GnVTyRKDbo

Mary Njogu CEO National Environmental
Complaints Committee (NECC)

.......
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Dr SallyKimosop Secretary of the
Ministry of Environment

Dr. Mamo B. Mamo, PhD, EBS
DG, NEMA



CHIEF GUEST ADDRESS

Dr. Eng. Festus K.
Ngoeno

PS, State Department for
Environment & Climate
Change

Y Sy édhifd &doward a circular economy is a
strategic response to growing environmental
pressures and the limitations of the linear
production model, as rapid urbanizationand rising
material consumption now generate roughly
27,500 tonnes of waste each day, most of which
remainsunmanaged Thishasintensified pollution,
plastic accumulation, e-waste challenges, and
ecosystem decline, underscoring the need for
systemicchangethat reduceswaste at the source
and strengthens national resilience to resource
scarcity and global market volatility. A circular
economy offers a pathway from end-of-pipe
solutions to regenerative systems, reducing
vulnerability to price shocks and import
dependenceby promoting local resource loops,
reuse, and recycling This transition aligns with
Y Sy &itoddlérdevelopmentpriorities focusedon
sustainability, resource efficiency, and green
industrialtransformation

G¢CKS aAyAaidNE 2F 9y OA

Change and Forestry is currently
developing a national Circular Economy
Strategy as part of the 2023 to 2027
Strategic PlanThe strategy will go far
beyond traditional waste management by
transforming our entire value chains. It
will promote waste prevention, reuse,
recycling, and resource efficiency, directly
reducing the environmental harm caused
by unmanaged waste. The strategy will
also serve as a powerful catalyst for
economic development, encouraging
green investments and fostering
partnerships that will lead to innovation.
This will, in turn, create a new generation
of clean and green jobs, offering
significant opportunities for our youth and
women. By working together with all our
stakeholders, we will build a more
sustainable, prosperous, and resilient
future for all Kenyars €



https://youtu.be/PHJeav4LsRM

PLENARY 1.

Design & System Thinking;
Enabling the Regenerative
Future

Prof. Mugendi MORIthaa

Prof Mugendi Md&ithaa opened the panel session with a
presentation on fAWhat it takes to change a system ;
creating an enabling environment for deep, long-term
circular change 0

Across Africa, the pursuit of circularity and sustainability is
more than a technical challenge it is a call to reimagine the
relationship  between  people, communities, and the
environment . Drawing on the African philosophy of Ubuntu,
which resonates in various forms from fiutuo in Kiswabhili to
fBuo in Botswana and fUnuo in Zimbabwe, we are reminded
that our humanity is realized through active participation and
interdependence .

GL LI NGAOALNI S (KSNBT2 NKontempbraty® infiolblizs ok |- 3613 -Sowdded Y €

not from observing others but from engaging in the
processes that shape our world. Circularity thrives
where empathy, creativity, and shared

Human - centered design , when fused with Ubuntu,
emphasizes empathy as a qguiding principle :
solutions for circularity must not only be technically
sound but also culturally grounded and socially
embraced . Nature itself offers profound Ilessons;
the humble dung beetle, rolling waste into
nourishment and shelter, exemplifies how even the
most overlooked resources can be transformed
into life-giving value. From Adinkra symbols in
Ghana illustrating interdependence, to traditional
African hair braiding patterns reflecting fractal
geometry, African societies have long encoded
creativity, resilience, and collective problem - solving
into everyday life.

vehicles and locally produced electric buses to
vertical gardens in  informal settlements
demonstrate how tradition, ingenuity, and

NEaLR2yaArAoAt Ade O2Yy dSNES Pétechnology can coalesce to create sustainable,

Prof.Mugendia Qw A & K I |

o

%,

inclusive economies. By honouring ancestral
wisdom, learning from nature, and leveraging
modern innovation, Africa has the potential not
merely to participate in the global circular economy
but to redefine it, turning challenges into
opportunities that resonate with both cultural
identity and environmental stewardship .


https://youtu.be/PHJeav4LsRM

PLENARY 1. (Continued)

Reflections: Design &
System Thinking

The following industry leaders shared practical
applications of design thinking in their respective
industries

Ms. TatianaTexeira
Founder and CE®@frowema

HumanCentered Fashion for a Greener Planet

OAt Afro Wema designthinking is a collaborative
process young fashion students and emerging
designers are actively involved in co-creating
pieces,advancinga senseof communityand shared
purpose Everyitem is handmade, with materials
sourced locally and upcycled wherever possible,
extending the lifecycle of each product while
maintaining aesthetic versatility for different
occasions Our missionis to save the planet with
style Byreimaginingwhat fashioncanbe, we show
that sustainabilityand creativity are not mutually
exclusive Every piece is an invitation to rethink
consumptionheritage,and responsibilit\é

Michael Koech
Environment and Social Lead at Airtel Kenya

Design for Decades Rethinking Tech Lifecycles

"Design thinking in the ICT sector also extends to
infrastructure, where modular design allows individual
componentdo bereplacedwithout discardingentire systems,
and solar power can be usedto reduce energy demands
Equipmentcan be relocatedfrom congestedurban areasto
regionswith lower populationdensity, maximizingutility and
extendingservicelife. Partnershipswith original equipment
manufacturershelp ensurethat productsare designedwith
the full lifecyclein mind, including reuse, repurposing,and
recyclingg

Ernest Chitechi
Corporate Services Manager, KCIC

Think, Prototype, Transform The Power of Design

0At KCICdesignthinking goes beyondideatiort it includes
prototyping, testing, and bringing ideas to life in the
market as we guide innovators to transform waste into
practical, sustainablesolutions,like turning discardedpaper
into pencils We partner with start-ups to not only meet
humanneedsbut alsoto generatejobs, reduceresourceuse,
and create scalable environmental impact In this way,
humancentred insights become catalysts for a circular
economy, proving that innovation and sustainability can
thrive handin handée

BelindaAtieno
CoFounder, Eco Fashion Week Kenya

No New Clothes Runaway ! ¥ NJA Enshida
Revolution

& ! HtoFashionAfrica, we noticeda contradiction

so-calledsustainablerunwayswere still producing
brand-new garments for showsthat lasted only
hours,while the world produces92 million tons of

textile waste annually We asked ourselves how
canlessor no new productionbecomeaspirational
and trendy?Throughour No New ClothesRunway
Challenge,designerswork only with dead stock,
thrifted, donated,or cultural textiles,transforming
mindsets and embracing circular practices We
also reimagine who is seen on the runway,
including everyday people and persons with

disabilities, to reflect realworld diversity Eco
FashionWeekAfricais more than a fashionweek

it is a platform for circularfashion,inclusivity,and
regeneration, proving that sustainability can be

joyful, accessibleand deeply rooted in ! ¥ N&A O

identity€
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https://youtu.be/PHJeav4LsRM

Design & System Thinking; Enabling the Regenerative Future
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Ms. Tatianalexeira
Founder and CE@frowema

Michael Koech
Environment and Social Lead at Airtel Kenya

BelindaAtieno N
CoFounder, Eco Fashion Week Kenya

Ernest Chitechi
Corporate Services Manager, KCIC
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Session Description

1. Closing the Loop:
Circular Opportunities In
Organic Material Streams

The session, "Closing the Loop: Circular Opportunities in
Organic Waste Streams ," convened a panel of leading
innovators and experts to discuss the transformation of
organic waste into a powerful catalyst for Kenyaés circular
bioeconomy .

The discussion challenged the traditional view of organic
matter as "waste," highlighting its potential to be converted
into clean energy , regenerative fertilizers, and sustainable
materials . While significant technological and entrepreneurial
progress is being made, the panel identified critical barriers
related to policy awareness, market adoption, and the high
cost of scaling trials for small and medium - sized enterprises
(SME5s).
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The session underscored that organic waste represents one
of Kenya® most powerful, yet underutilized, catalysts for a
thriving circular bioeconomy . The successful scaling of these
innovations requires a dual approach : continued technological
and entrepreneurial drive, coupled with decisive policy action .

A shift in mindset 0 seeing neglected land and organic matter
as opportunities rather than burdens d is essential to unlock
the economic, environmental, and social benefits of a truly
circular system. The panel collectively called for stronger
policy support, particularly in reducing the financial burden of
large- scale trials for SMEs, and increased community and
consumer sensitization to drive widespread adoption .

O
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https://youtu.be/VGNEKbyLpMA

Session Speakers: Circular Opportunities in Organic Waste Streams
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Mr. DominicKahumbu
CEO, Biogas International Ltd

Linda Davis
Founder & CEO,
Giraffe Bioenergy

DominicKahumbus thefounder and CEO of
Biogas International Lican environmental
company that develops solutions for poverty
alleviation, waste management, and
sustainable energy. He also founded Simply
Logic Enterprise, an incubator for innovative
ideas, and has worked on projects involving
water hyacinth conversion into biogas, which
provides a cleaner cooking fu&ahumbu's
work focuses on creating affordable and
appropriate technologies for rural
communities, with products like the Flexi
Biogas System.

Dr Linda Davis is the Founder and CEO of
Giraffe Bioenergy, an organizatioatalysing
rural bioeconomiegproducing food and clean,
safe and affordable cooking fuel in Kenya. She
has over 15 years of extensive experience in
seniorlevel positions within the renewable
energy sector, including cassava ethanol and
solar energy production systems.

She earned her undergraduate degree in Food
Science and TechnologyimoKenyatta
University of Agriculture and Technology in
Kenya. She completed her PhD in
Microbiology and Biotechnology at the
University of Western Sydney. Dr Linda also
holds certificates in Project Management,
Finance and Accounting.

Mukami Mitugo

Financial Strategy and Partnerships,

Regen Organics

Anita Shah
Founder & CEO, Green Stem

Mukami Mitugo is a professional known
for her work in finance and
partnerships in Kenya, currently serving
as theGeneral Manager for Financing
and Partnership at Regen Organi§te

is a finance strategy leader with
expertise in integrating financial
discipline with operational realities, and
she works to deliver results, particularly
for marginalized

communities. Herexpertise in
integrating financial discipline with
operational realities uniquely positions
herto contribute to the sustained
success of organizations tackling the
world's most pressing social and
environmental challenges.

Anita Shah is a Kenyan social entrepreneur
and the founder of Green Stem Products, an
innovative enterprise that upcycles
agricultural waste, including banana
leaves,nto ecofriendly and biodegradable
packaging. Propelled by enthusiasm for
sustainability and inclusivity, she established
Green Stem to address the issue

of environmental pollution from singlase
plastics and unemployment among
YIENBAYLFfAT SR 3INRdzLIA ©

approach has earned her recognition as a key
adzadl Ayl
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space, with Green Stem becoming a model
for wasteto-value innovation and socially
responsible business in Africa.
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JosReinhoudt
Sustainability Consultant,
Akili Green

Mr. BensonWesonga
Project Manager,
Practical Action

Jos is a seasoned consultant with deep
experience in sustainable business, impact
investing, and development. He is recognized
for his energetic leadership and practical
approach to research and evaluation for
donors, civil society, and the private sector.
He has supported initiatives spanning climate
change adaptation, circular economy, and
inclusive transitions, translating complex
ideas into actionable strategies. Recently, he
led amidii S NY NB @ Ac&millidrF |
multi-donor climateprogrammeacross eight
African countries. Currently, he advises an
agricultural firm in Kenya on entering the
carbon market and developing online training
on carbon credits for African farmers and
foresters.

Mr. Benson Wasonga is a Project Manager at
Practical Action, leading initiatives on the circul;
economy for household organic waste. He has
extensive expertise in circular economy and
sustainable development, with a strong focus ol
creating practical solutions for waste
management and resource recovery.
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Session Speakers: Circular Opportunities in Organic Waste Streams
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. Strategic development leade&vith extensive
experience in sustainable development, circular
economyclimate action WASHICT and health
systems strengtheningcrossEastern and
Southern AfricaProven track record in shaping
national policy, mobilizing muitnillion-dollar
resources andleading multisector teams to
deliver transformative programsénfluenced sisgEE 3
major reforms including the Climate Change Act, : ol k;‘c"'(;tgj"“‘t‘e‘s’ﬁ”“’(;r’[;;::‘:
Sustainable Waste Manageme.n't Act & Pol.lcy, and ' w";‘;m i e
Extended Producer Responsibility Regulations,

while coordinating private sector contributions to
Y Sy & Qa9 réspahde BNith experience
managing teams of up to 20 core staff and
multiple crossfunctional project teams across
countries, he has successfully built coalitions
between governments, development agencies,
private sector, and communities to drive systemic
Ebenezer Amadi change.

Senior Program Manager
Bopinc




Breakout Session

WEDNESDAY

VENUE: NSK

Session Description

2. Nature Is Food; how to
ensure healthy food
systems and learn from
iIndigenous knowledge

The session brought together experts from nutrition,
academia, indigenous culinary practice, agroecology, and
community developmentto examine the deep connection
between nature and food systems The panelestablishedhat
nature andfood are inseparablenoting that traditional African
societiesdesignedtheir diets around natural cycles,climate
patterns, soil health, and seasonakhythms resultingin meals
that were nutritious and environmentallysustainable
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The session concluded with a unified acknowledgment that
finature is food 0 is more than a thematic statement, it is a
guiding principle for building resilient, healthy food systems
rooted in indigenous knowledge and natural processes. The
discussions  highlighted the urgency of revitalizing
indigenous foods , protecting ecosystems, promoting organic
agricultural practices, and educating younger generations . By
strengthening the relationship between nature and food,
Kenya can ensure healthier communities, sustainable
livelihoods, and long-term ecological stability .

The panellists urged all stakeholders to embrace practical
actions that honour ancestral wisdom and safeguard nature Gs
capacity to feed current and future generations.

O
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Nature Is Food: how to ensure healthy food systems and learn from

iIndigenous knowledge

Ms. FaithSupeet
Founder Beyond Cultural Limit
Foundation

RuthNanyamaWanyonyi
Indigenous Food Chef

Faith is a visionary leader who is passionate
about building resilient communities and

sustainable livelihoods within the Maasai
community Her dream is to establish a

communitywhere everyonehasaccesgo food,

water, education, and job opportunities She
alsoaimsto ensuregenderequality within the

Masai community, and she dreams of seeing
more women in leadershippositions With her

experience in project management for

community development,she has successfully
led several projects aimed at improving the

livelihood of her community members These
projects include the establishmentof water

connectivityfrom the boreholesto community
gardens, the creation of a permaculture
training program, and the development of

kitchengardensfor 30 women

Indigenous Chef

Ms. PaulineWanja
Working Group Leadivos

Jackline Kerubo
Nutritionist,
MOI Teaching &efferalHospital

With over 15 years of experience in

philanthropy, donor development, and

technical project leadership, Pauline Wanja
leads donor relations at Hivos as the

FoundationsWorking Group Lead In this role,

she fosters strategic partnerships with

foundation partners, develops innovative
fundraisingstrategies,and providesactionable
donor intelligence to support impactful
initiatives

Pauline's career has been dedicated to

advancingphilanthropy and educationfocused
agendas She served as the founding CEOof

Future First Kenyaand contributed to global
partnershipdevelopmentat FutureFirstGlobal

Passionateabout building bold collaborations
and leveragingresourcesto drive sustainable
social change, Pauline brings strategic vision
and deep sector expertise to every initiative

sheundertakes

Principal Nutrition and Dietetics Officer at
Moi Teaching and Referral

Dr. NellyMasayi
Food Nutrition Lecturer

SweetnDried

Ms. Mercy Mwende

Dr. Nelly is decturer atKibabiiUniversity,
working in the field of food and nutrition. She
holds a PhD and has a deep passion for
teaching, research, and community
engagement. Her work specializes
sustainability, laneluse change, and food
systems, exploring how environmental and
agricultural practices impact nutrition and
local communities. She has participated in
international conferences and is also involved
in postdoctoral research at the University of
Nairobi, further advancing her expertise.
Through her teaching and research, Dr.
Masayicombines scientific insight with
practical solutions, helping students and
communities understand the link between
nutrition, the environment, and sustainable
development.

Founder and Managing Director of Sweet n'
Dried Enterprises Ltd., Mercy Mwende is a
visionary leader driven by a passion for
sustainable agriculture and inclusive business
models that uplift communities especially
women and youth across Kenya. With over a
decade of experience imgro-processing and
entrepreneurship development, she has built
a company rooted in culture, commerce, and
climate-smart innovation.

Mercy holds a degree in Development Studies
from the Management University of Africa

and a Master's in Economic Development.
She is a certified trainer in Women & Youth
Entrepreneurship Development through the
InternationalLabourOrganization (ILO),
bringing both academic rigor and practical
expertise to her work.



Nature Is Food: how to ensure healthy food systems and learn from
iIndigenous knowledge

Karin has a background in B2B ¥ Pe—
communication, creating concepts, project e«‘

L

and campaignsthat bring ideas and people
together Havingan educationalbackground
in Social and Cultural studies, she is also
passionate about creating a mind shift
through providing accessto information for
youth. She has lived and worked in Asia,
Europe and Africa With her extensive
experiencein the NGO field in Africa, she
both cofounded and is director of
Sustainableand InclusiveBusinessn Kenya
By encouraging start-ups and established
businesseso rethink their businesDNA,she
helpsthem redesignmodelsinto future proof
ones Beinga creative and innovative soul,
she converts climate change and circular

SharonBundi economy into relevant business strategies,
LaikipiaPermaCultureCentre communication, fruitful partnerships and

networks,activitiesand positiveimpact

Karin has a background in B2B
communication, creating concepts, project
and campaignsthat bring ideas and people
together Havingan educationalbackground
in Social and Cultural studies, she is also
passionate about creating a mind shift
through providing accessto information for
youth. She has lived and worked in Asia,
Europe and Africa With her extensive
experiencein the NGO field in Africa, she
both cofounded and is director of
Sustainableand InclusiveBusinessn Kenya
By encouraging start-ups and established
businesseso rethink their businesDNA,she
helpsthem redesignmodelsinto future proof
ones Beinga creative and innovative soul,
she converts climate change and circular
economy into relevant business strategies,
communication, fruitful partnerships and
Secretariat networks,activitiesand positiveimpact

Karin Boomsma
Lead Kenya Plastic Pact
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Session Description

3. ESG the real
Sustainability Journey -

Masterclass by
TheRockGroup

The RAESG The Real Sustainability Journeyo Masterclass
brought together professionals from diverse sectors seeking
to deepen their understanding of Environmental, Social and
Governance (ESG) principles and position sustainability as a
driver of business performance . Facilitated by TheRockGroup
(TRG), an international consultancy operating across Europe,
Africa, and Asia, the session aimed to equip Kenyan and
African organizations with practical tools to navigate rising
sustainability expectations, shifting global standards, and
emerging national regulations. TRG» multidisciplinary
approach, covering strategy, sustainable business
development, and education, helped participants move
beyond frameworks to address misconceptions and translate
ESGinto everyday decision - making.

e,
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A key takeaway was the need to build structured systems
that integrate sustainability across all business functions . Mr.
Joris emphasized strong governance, coherent strategy,
transparent reporting, and organization-wide engagement.
Sustainability must be reinforced through internal processes,
communication, and training so that every employee
understands their role.

O
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https://youtu.be/ul4noeVTLl4

ESG the real Sustainablility Journey - Masterclass by TheRockGroup

Esther has a background in Environmental
Managementwith a focuson sustainability After
studying at the Cape Peninsula University of
Technology she gainedexperienceworking with
local NPOsand volunteeringas an Environmental
Officer at South African National Parks As a
SustainabilityConsultantat TheRockGroupshe
combines her expertise in environmental
managementand the circular economyto help
businesses and governments implement
sustainablestrategies Estheris passionateabout
advancingthe CircularEconomyin South Africa
and acrossAfrica,with a commitmentto creating
practical solutionsthat benefit both people and
the planet

Ms. Esther Mangiza
Sustainability Consultant,
TheRockGroup (TRG)

Kaburu Munene is a Circular Economy and
Research Specialist at Sustainable Inclusive
Businessa knowledge centre under the Kenya
Private Sector Alliance (KEPSA) He is a
knowledgeable researcher with 8 years of
experiencein theoretical frames and practical
adroitnessin implementingsustainabilityprojects,
environmental assessments and community
engagement initiatives Y | 0 dzNédkgagch is
predominantly in the field of biodiversity
conservation, green education, Indigenous
knowledge, climate change, and circular
economy His professional experience ranges
from working with higher education institutions
to green curriculums, documentation of
environmental indigenous knowledge and
restorationof biodiversitywith localcommunities,
studentled action on the climate crisis to
Circular Economy & Research mainstreamingof circulareconomybest practices

Specialist, Kenya Plastics Pact (KPP) bythe privatesectorinto their operations

Kaburu JMunene




PLENARY SESSION

Launch of the Circular Economy Textile and Fashion
Toolkit



TEXTILE & FASHION TOOLKIT LAUNCH

The fWear the Green Futureo project is a flagship initiative

funded by Nationale Postcode Loterij (NPL), co-implemented
by Edukans Kenya, Sprout Africa and SIB WtGF aims at g

asEmgEs

equipping young people with skills for sustainable and circular
practices in the textile and fashion industry .

EMPFOWERING BUSINESSES TO 1)

fashion sector focuses on training, mentoring, and establishing .
networks and linkages for small and medium - sized enterprises
(SMEs). The program seeks to ensure that sustainability is not
just a concept but a practical approach embedded in
everyday production practices . Central to this effort s
educating artisans and small-scale producers on how to
utilise offcuts and waste materials, transforming them into
new products rather than discarding them.
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To ensure the toolkit they were developing reflects local _.l.,
realities, the team benchmarked with several homegrown p
innovators, including Mananasi Fibre, Africa Collect Textiles,
Afro Wema, Tosheka, Mfuanji Enterprise and Ramissa. This
grounding in local examples ensures that the toolkit offers
practical guidance and quick references to sustainability
champions that businesses can learn from, making circularity
more relatable, achievable, and rooted in real Kenyan

practice .
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Watch Full Toolkit Launch Her

Watch Catwalk Of Upcycled Textiles Hey



https://youtu.be/Pbjk8MDgB9s
https://youtu.be/Pbjk8MDgB9s

PRACTICAL SESSION

Practical Session: Practising Design Thinking: How to
be sustainable & circular.



REPAIR & REFURBISH: CIRCULAR DESIGN IN DAILY LIFE, BUSINESS &
TEXTILES

One of the most engaging and transformative segments of the
conference was the hands-on circularity workshop, which : , ,
. - . : . % e (S sustamanie — S —
invited participants to move beyond discussion and immerse | iy | Q) LsLgive [ v —— e e
themselves in practical sustainability actions . Designed as an ’ ) o \ V
interactive learning experience, the workshop encouraged
attendees to bring their worn garments, broken electronics,
and everyday items in need of repair, offering an opportunity
to learn how to mend, repurpose, and recreate through guided
practice .

The do workshop transformed into a vibrant space of making,
mending, storytelling, and experimentation . Attendees
stitched torn garments, repaired small electronics, and co-
created new functional objects from upcycled materials.
Many expressed appreciations for the opportunity to
experience circularity in practice rather than theory .
Participants left the session not only with repaired or
repurposed items but with renewed perspectives on
sustainability, creativity, and the value embedded in materials
often regarded as waste. The workshop illustrated that
circular living is both practical and accessible, and that repair,
upcycling, and conscious design can inspire industries and
individuals alike to rethink their role in shaping a more
sustainable future .




Ly - -~ Circular Financing & Digital Era U how do
CONFERENCE g @ . g
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' Biodiversity , Business & Soclety: The
---LIving Economy

Circular Manufacturing for
Inclusive Economies

WEDNESDAY
VENUE: NSK

l Breakout Session
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VENUE: NSK

Session Description

Circular Financing &
Digital Era U how do we
grow Circular Businesses

Access to affordable, patient, and contextually appropriate
finance remains one of the most pressing challenges for
circular and climate - resilient businesses in Kenya, particularly
for SMEs and informal-sector enterprises. This panel
discussion unpacked these challenges and explored practical

solutions to mobilise capital for circular businesses.

Financiers, investors, and ecosystem enablers discussed
systemic barriers, emerging innovations, and strategies to
bridge the financing gap.

Panelists from finance and ecosystem development
highlighted that traditional financial institutions view these
models as high-risk due to unfamiliar operational structures
and a lack of established -creditworthiness frameworks,
creating a significant financing gap. Furthermore, the session
identified systemic barriers preventing the effective use of
global instruments like green bonds, including regulatory
bottlenecks, high issuance costs, and the absence of local
verifiers .

Protos Capital's representative, Bill Omondi, stressed that
addressing these regulatory and policy issues is paramount to
unlocking meaningful investment and ensuring Kenya can
compete with regional peers in sustainable finance.

To bridge this gap, the discussion centered on innovative
strategies encompassing both financial and non-financial
support . Root Capital's Peter Maina advocated for targeted
lending to processors in high- potential sectors like agri-food,
which helps de-risk investments and ensures timely
payments to farmers. Complementing this, Wilkister Awuor
from Somo Africa emphasized that access to finance must be
paired with long-term capacity - building, mentorship, and
digital tools like the BijiPura app to overcome the data deficit
and move enterprises from grant-dependent to bankable
status. The session concluded with a strong call for
coordinated action across government, investors, and
ecosystem partners to implement policy incentives, utilize
catalytic funds, and integrate data collection from the outset,
transforming the circular economy from an aspiration into a
bankable, sustainable reality .
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Circular Financing & Digital Era U how do we grow Circular Businesses
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Meet Speakers: Circular Financing & Digital Era

Wilkister Awuor
Operations Manager,
SomoAfrica

Levilnjendi
SME Trade and Investment Officer,
KEP&

WilkisterAwuoris the Operations Manager at
SomoAfrica, an organization supporting
micro-entrepreneurs in East Africa with
training, coaching, and market access. She's a
key part of their administrative team, helping
implement strategies for small businesses

and contributing to the organization's mission
of fostering sustainable growth and job
creation

Levilnjendiis the SME Trade and Investment
Officer at KEPSA. He is an ambitious; self
motivated individual who is proactive, result
oriented, a team player with a success
oriented mindset. He handle tasks with
confidence and always keen to learn from
day-to-day challenges encountered for
consistent improvement. He is packaged with
strong negotiation skills, team management,
problem resolution oriented and a result
oriented mindset.

Peter Maina

Peter Maina is the Senior Manager for Next
Generation Jobs at Root Capital. He is
responsible for crafting Root Capital's strategy
around unleashing rural youth's potential in
agriculture through stimulating the growth of
formal jobs for youth within our clients as

well as supporting young entrepreneurs keen
on building climate smart enterprises. This
work supports both the needs of agricultural
businesses and the youth population.

Senior Manager, Next Generation

Jobs Africa, Root Capital

Bill Omondi
Protos Capital L.L.P

R TR T W T g, W g v

we grow Circuter Busresses

Bill Omondi is a Certified GRI Professional and
Business Development Associate at Protos
Capital, driving Green Finance and
sustainabilityaligned investments. He holds a
B.Sc. in Computer Science (JKUAT), a
Certificate in Communication (University of
Delaware), and a Diploma in Business and
IT(Strathmore University). His expertise spans
Green Finance, Carbon Markets, Sustainable
Agriculture, and Climate Risk, helping
organizations embed ESG principles for tong
term value. Passionate about dativen
sustainability, Bill leverages informatics to
accelerate transformation. As an SDG
champion, he empowers youth and
communities to take ownership of
sustainability initiatives and advance the
Sustainable Development Goals.
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Session Description U Part One

Biodiversity, Business &
Soclety: The Living
Economy

This session established biodiversity as the fundamental
basis for life, economic systems, and sustainable
development in Kenya, emphasizing the shift towards a "Living
Economy." Experts highlighted that the country's rich
ecosystems provide essential services such as water
purification and carbon sequestration that directly support
livelihoods, trade, and industry . The discussion stressed that
businesses must integrate ecological considerations into their
operations not merely as a regulatory compliance measure,
but as a critical strategy for risk management, accessing
green finance, and ensuring long-term operational resilience.
Ms. Mayiani Saino underscored this by stating, "There is no
circular economy without biodiversity ,*  framing
environmental stewardship as an inseparable and
fundamental aspect of the circular economy and everyday
business practice .

The panel focused on the practical implementation of the
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP),
aligning it with the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework. Speakers, including Mr. Alex Mugambi,
emphasised that effective conservation and sustainable
utilisation require collective action and inclusive, participatory

approaches across all stakeholders, including government,
professional bodies, communities, and the private sector. The
need for capacity -building, mentorship, and integrating

traditional knowledge, as highlighted by Ms. Catherine Mungali,
was presented as crucial for equipping businesses to embed
ecological considerations .

Ultimately, the session concluded that protecting ecosystem
health is vital for socio-economic stability, as degradation
directly impacts community livelihoods and commercial
operations, making the prioritisation of biodiversity
conservation central to achieving national and global
development goals.
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Breakout Session

WEDNESDAY

VENUE: NSK

Session Description U Part Two

Biodiversity, Business &
Soclety: The Living
Economy

This session explored the intersection of nature-based
solutions, finance, and digital innovation as key enablers for a
robust circular economy . Gloria Ndekei from the KEPSA
Foundation provided a compelling case study on school-
based environmental initiatives, demonstrating how projects
like establishing avocado orchards can generate significant
revenue, support student education, and provide hands-on
experience in circular practices . Building on this, Indekhwa
Anangwe of Nature Finance discussed the critical shift in
private sector engagement, moving towards risk-based
financial models that balance profit with social and
environmental responsibility . This approach emphasizes the
need for financial actors to incorporate ecosystem stability
and community livelihoods into investment decisions, with a
focus on systematically building bio-based enterprises
through policy alignment, financing, and market access.

A significant focus of the session was the role of technology
and capacity building in accelerating conservation efforts .
Alfred Osiko from GSMA highlighted that digital innovations,
including Al, blockchain, and 10T, are crucial for rapid, large-
scale environmental data collection, improving monitoring and
verification systems, and fostering accountable natural
resource management . However, speakers collectively noted
that the effectiveness of these strategies hinges on
addressing knowledge gaps within the business community .
Therefore, capacity - building initiatives are essential to
provide the necessary tools and technical expertise for
businesses to integrate nature conservation into their long-
term strategies, ensuring that ecological stewardship 6 from
policy frameworks to practical implementation 9 is
foundational to Kenyads sustainability objectives .
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Biodiversity, Business & Society: The Living Economy




Meet the Speakers: Biodiversity, Business & Society

Dr. Alex Mugambi
Chairman, Environment Institute
of Kenya (EIK)

Ms. Catherine Mungai
IUCNg SESSION LEAD

Dr. Alex Mugambiis an environmentalexpert
and leader, holding the position of a Chairman
at the Environmentinstitute of Kenya(EIK) As
part of his duties, he provides strategic

oversightand direction, guidingthe L y & G A (0 ¢zl SQ&

efforts in advancingenvironmentaleducation,
policy advocacy sustainabledevelopment,and
stakeholder partnerships Dr. Mugambi has
studied in the field of environmental studies
and geospatial/remotesensing technologies
His professionalexpertisespansenvironmental
planning and management, wastewater
treatment, water-quality monitoring, and the
integrationof renewableenergysolutions

Experienced Policy and
Engagementpecialisith a demonstrated
history of working in environmental and
natural resources management Skilled in
gender and youth integration, program
evaluation, communication,report writing,

and program developmentwith aa I & G SNXQ &

Degree focused on  Environmental
GovernanceOver 15 yearsof experiencein
developing and expanding learning
partnershipsand supporting sciencepolicy
engagementprocessesn Africaand also at
the globallevel with a focus on integrating
biodiversity, gender, climate change, and
agriculturepoliciesandprogrammes

Research

David Githaiga
Technical Advisor, NBSAP
Accelerator Partnership

Mayiani Saino
Deputy Director, MEAS
State Department for Environment and Cl
Change

David is an environmental and development
professional currently serving as a Technical
Advisor with the NBSAP Accelerator
Partnership, where he supports Kenya in
implementingits National BiodiversityStrategy

and Action Plan He holdsa . I O K Sdedgted.D &

in Environmental Studies from Slippery Rock
University (USA),a a I & (i & NDBv&lopment
Economics from Southern New Hampshire
University, and an MBA from United States
International UniversitycAfrica He has over
two decades of experience in biodiversity
conservation, climate change, and natural
resource management Known for his strong
leadership and technical expertise, he
continuesto playakeyrole in translatingglobal
biodiversity goals into practical actions that
benefitlocalcommunitiesand ecosystems

Ms. Mayiani Sainois the Deputy Director for
Multilateral ~ Environmental Agreements
(MEAs)with over 10 years of experiencein
regional and international environmental
policy and implementation Her work spans
sustainable development, chemicals and

waste management, biodiversity
conservationclimate changeadaptation,and
projectmanagement

She plays a key role in negotiating and
implementing MEAs, translating global
commitmentsinto practicalaction. Ms. Saino
holds an MScin EnvironmentalEngineering
from the University of Science and
Technology Beijing and a BSc in
Environmental Science from Kabarak

University
Imate

Dr. NellyMasayi
Food Nutrition Lecturer

Karin Boomsma
Lead Kenya Plastic Pact
Secretariat

Dr. Nelly is decturer atKibabiiUniversity,
working in the field of food and nutrition. She
holds a PhD and has a deep passion for
teaching, research, and community
engagement. Her work specializes
sustainability, laneluse change, and food
systems, exploring how environmental and
agricultural practices impact nutrition and
local communities. She has participated in
international conferences and is also involved

in postdoctoral research at the University of
Nairobi, further advancing her expertise.
Through her teaching and research, Dr.
Masayicombines scientific insight with
practical solutions, helping students and
communities understand the link between
nutrition, the environment, and sustainable
development.

Karin has a background in B2B
communication, creating concepts, project
and campaignsthat bring ideas and people
together Havingan educationalbackground
in Social and Cultural studies, she is also
passionate about creating a mind shift
through providing accessto information for
youth. She has lived and worked in Asia,
Europe and Africa With her extensive
experiencein the NGO field in Africa, she
both cofounded and is director of
Sustainableand InclusiveBusinessin Kenya
By encouraging start-ups and established
businesseso rethink their businessDNA,she
helpsthem redesignmodelsinto future proof
ones Beinga creative and innovative soul,
she converts climate change and circular
economy into relevant business strategies,
communication, fruitful partnerships and
networks,activitiesandpositiveimpact



Meet the Speakers: Biodiversity, Business & Society

Ms. IndekhwaAnangwe

As the Impact & Trade Manager at Nature
Finance, Ms. Indekhwa is on a mission to
catalyse sustainable financing solutions that
build resilience and restore balance between
humanity and the natural world. With over 14
yearsof multidisciplinaryexperiencen finance,
project development, policy, and economic
empowerment, she thrives at the intersection
of economic progress and environmental
stewardship In  her current role,
she collaboratewith a diverseteam of experts
to unlock pathwaysfor aligning global capital
flows with green economy principles She
leveragesher unique backgroundin finance,
international business,trade facilitation, and

Manager, Impact & Trade, Nature Finarfdgdiversityconservation

Ms. GloriaNdekei
Executive Director, KEPSA Foundation

Gloria Njambi Ndekeiis the ExecutiveDirector

of Kenya Private Sector Alliance (KEPSA)
Foundation,the socialarm of KEPSAhat aims

to strengthen the sociceconomic

transformation agenda for Y 9t { bl@bal

competitiveness Gloria has promoted Small

and Micro Enterprise{ SMES)and empowered

women and women groupsto accessfinance,

access markets and acquire business
developmentskills Sheholdsa Bachelorof Arts

in Social Work (SecondClassHonors, Upper

Division),and a Master of Arts degreein Armed

Conflictand PeaceStudies

Mr. Alfred Osiko
Director Market Engagement
ClimateTechGSMA

Alfred Osikoholds the position of Director,
Market Engagement faClimateTeclat

GSMA. He is a Sustainability, Climate Change,
Environment Management, Safety & Health
and Government Affairs expert with extensive
experience at both national and multinational
organizations working in multicultural and
geographically spreadut teams.
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Session Description

Circular Manufacturing for

Inclusive Economies

The session on Circular Manufacturing for Inclusive Economies
highlighted the transformative potential of circularity to
strengthen Kenya's local manufacturing systems, create green
jobs, and foster inclusive economic growth. Key examples
across various sectors demonstrated this potential, including
EcoBanana's innovative agri-based model , which repurposes
100% of banana fibre for sanitary pad production, thereby
creating local value and empowering rural women.

Furthermore, the discussion on the textile sector , supported
by UNEP'sInTex Programme, revealed that adopting circular
principles and cleaner technologies, such as a shift to solar
energy, offers significant economic advantages, potentially
saving manufacturers up to 7P26in energy costs while reducing
environmental impact .

The panel also identified e-waste as a valuable, though
hazardous, stream that presents a major opportunity for green
job creation through formalized dismantling and component
recovery .

Despite the clear opportunities, panellists stressed that
realizing Kenya's circular potential requires overcoming
systemic challenges, particularly in managing plastic and e-
waste. For plastics, which are deeply embedded in
consumption, the need for long-term investment was
emphasized, alongside policy measures such as tax incentives
for recycled content and the adoption of effective models like
a Deposit Return System (DRS).

A recurring theme was the necessity of thoughtful and
accessible financing, calling for blended finance and targeted
incentives to de-risk innovations and enable Small and
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) to scale up. Ultimately, the
session concluded that circular manufacturing is vital for
national resilience and sustainable development , but its
success hinges on concerted action: supportive policies,
iInvestment in clean technologies, and robust collaboration
among all stakeholders to create the necessary enabling
environment .
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Kenya Plastics Summit

Daytwo of the 10th AnnualCircularEconomyConferenceandNo
Waste Festivalfeatured the KenyaPlasticsPact(KPP)Bummit,which
focused on acceleratingthe transition to a circular economy for
plastics Thesummitincludedthe official launchof the NOSUPUSE
(No SingleUse Plastic3 Elimination campaign and Manual, a
landmark initiative aimed at phasing out problematic singleuse
plastics, starting with Y S y éhbs@itality and tourism sectors The
manualpromotesthe principlesof Refuse,Reduce Replace Reuse,
and Refill.

Cohosted by Sustainable Inclusive Business Kenya (SIBK) in
partnership with the Kenya Plastics Pact (KPP),the Ministry of
Environment, Climate Change and Forestry, and the National
EnvironmentManagementAuthority (NEMA),the conferencewas

powered by KonradAdenauerStiftung Kenyaand supported by a

coalition of strategic partners The event, themed ¢ wS A Y:I A Y S
Looking Back into the Futuree econvened over 300 delegates
includingpolicymakersindustryleaders,innovators,and youth,

for adayfocusedon & / A NXDidZActiohgRh (i &

The day also featured two plenary sessionsand five breakout
sessionsexploring topics such as EPRand Legislation, Circular
Futures, Design Thinking in Practice, No Plasticsin the MICE,
Hospitality & Tourism Industry, and the Global Plastics Treaty





























































































