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6 . .-depth
workshops and
opportunities to engage
with
suppliers/entrepreneurs
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the panelists , the
plenary speakers as
well as the companies
who showcased their
work. Also, really
enjoyed networking
with like - minded

B
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Delegate Feedback

6 - :
conference - style
sessions, panel
discussions and pitch to
showcase circular

economy approaches
on the ground at small

scale."

6 . . -
attending the event

was definitely a plus
the lively introductory

activities for Day 1 and
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«
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showcased. It was not 6
just another academic
interaction. The variety
of people was excellent
for networking. We tend
to run into the same
people at CE and

the work that other
organisations are doing
toward promoting

o

. o +

netvv_or_king! Nice mix of

forums and seeing all

6" 5
different dynamics in
terms of entertainment
and education and
different sessions like
pitches, info, etc. | really
think the parallel
sessions are very

° PR

6.. .. L. .

up to the event and the

learning that came with
it. Speeches and of

o

= 6 .
was a highlight for me.
Meeting people and the
atmosphere was key for
me. The venue was
great and the fashion
shows, performances

=

6 .. . .. .
we are doing what we

do and how even more
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DAY 1

\
Viewthe complete -~ m
Day 1 video stream here —@



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InoGzpO8i_k

Master of Ceremonies

Meet our master of ceremonies b
Melany Fuma .

Melany is a tech founder and film
industry expert with 12+ years of
experience in grant management, digital
governance, and content production.

She has served as a non - executive
director at Panavision, nurtured talent
globally, and is currently pursuing a
master's in Theories of Justice and
Inequality at UCT.




The venue was generously sponsored
by the Hasso Plattner d - school
Afrika* , avisionary space
purposefully designed to harness the
power of its architecture for
collaboration and creativity.

Designed by KMH Architects using
design thinking principles , the
process involved students, faculty,
and architects working together to

shape an inclusive and innovative

environment.

The building features adaptable
learning spaces, allowing for
experimentation and co - creation
and serves as a model for future
learning environments.

HASSO PLATTNER

d-school
AFRI KA




D ay 1 Programme 19 September 2024

07h30
08h30

08h45
08h50
09h00
09h10

09h20

09h35

09h50
11h00

12h15

13h30

14h30

15h30

15h30

17h00

Conference experience begins.

The first annual circular economy conference in South Africa!

Joe Slovo High School Choir

By SIB, TRG and ACEN

Remake Catwalk by Taking Care of Business

Richard Perez - Hasso Plattner d - school Afrika*

Circular Ambassador Professor Linda G odfrey b Council for Scientific and Industrial Research
Hélene Rekkers b Netherlands Consul - general in Cape Town

Dr Theuns Vivian - Head: Destination Development, Place Marketing, City of Cape Town

8 pitches for a Circular Solution

Lunchis served 3take a break and recharge before we continue with the afternoon sessions
Expo, networking, talking, post morming session discussions

Award Ceremony

Meet, partner - up, discuss, exchange and repeat

Waste Recovery & Recycling Centre and the Wastewater Treatment plant, V&A Waterfront
ReMake Warehouse tour, Taking Care of Business

Beat the traffic and join for drinks PAGE15



Circular Entertainment

The inaugural South Africa Circular Economy
Hotspot 2024 kicked off with a vibrant
performance by the Joe  Slovo Secondary
School Choir from Khayelitsha.

Renowned for their participation in
prestigious events like the South African
Schools Choral Eisteddfod, the choir opened
the conference with a moving rendition of
the South African national anthem, followed
by an inspiring original song celebrating the
environment.

Joe Slovo Secondary is based in Khayelitsha,
Cape Town, and is known for its

commitment to education and student
enrichment.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sSHhJWrgmdU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2YqVZS6hwWM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8WL1L6sE-g0
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AFRICAN CIRCULAR
ECONOMY NETWORK

ACEN has
championed the
circular economy
since 2016 across 42

African countries,
uniting over 500
members to create a
sustainable future.

. The conference organisers

TheRockGroup

TRGis a leading
sustainability
consultancy offering
bespoke circular
business strategies and
accredited educational
programs in South
Africa, Brussels, and the
Netherlands.

g\‘@ SUSTAINABLE §

} 35
\ THE KNOWLEDGE CENTRE KENYA M

SIB spearheads the
adoption of sustainable
and circular business
practices in Kenya
through impactful
knowledge - sharing and
strategic collaborations.
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Plenary Speakers Opening remarks

View Karin's -.‘ ‘“

\ :\
~ -
interview here - -

View Katharina's
story here

Karin Boomsma

views businesses as a catalyst for
positive change, with the Circular
Economy as a key model for future
systems. With a background in
Social and Cultural studies, she
focuses on transforming business
strategies to tackle climate change,
fostering innovation, and creating
impactful partnerships. Passionate
about diversity, youth, and
behavioural change, Karin has
collaborated with global partners
and worked across Asia, Europe,
and Africa.

Katharina Gihring
is a circular economy consultant
working across sectors to
accelerate the circular transition in
South Africa. A specialist in
multisector collaboration,
stakeholder convening, and project
management, her work with the
African Circular Economy Network
and Circular South Africa is aimed
at activating collective intelligence
in the circular space. Working with
national government, diplomatic
missions, NGOs, and private sector,
she is a vocal advocate for the role
of a just circular economy transition
in South Africa.

PAGE19


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyQARrC0iBk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mvbqnYDQDJM




. Circular Economy Hotspots

Initiated in 2016, the Circular Economy Hotspot
(CEH) is hosted annually in alternating cities

and regions across the globe. These hotspot
events aim to spotlight native circular economy
solutions, initiatives, and innovation and
demonstrate best practices through exhibitions
and field trips, while facilitating culturally and

politically diverse multi - stakeholder exchange
and discussions.

Why South Africa?

South Africa was selected as 1 of the 4 countries to
host the Circular Economy Hotspot in 2024 along
with Brazil, Canada, and Wales. South Africa is the
bustling home to a multitude of circular economy
initiatives and  programmes lead by government,
organisations , businesses and civil society.

SOUTH AFRICA

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2022 2023 2024
NETHERLANDS LUXEMBURG SCOTLAND BELGIUM SPAIN GERMANY NIGERIA WALES
+ +
IRELAND CANADA
+ +

CHILE BRAZIL

PAGE21



Circular Expression

Taking Care of Business (TCB) is a nonprofit
social enterprise dedicated to empowering
unemployed South Africans and their families to
break the cycle of poverty through small
business opportunities in the circular economy.

Their flagship programs focus on responsibly
diverting unwanted fashion and other products
from the main market to secondary ones,
reducing waste while safeguarding contributing
brands.

remake entrepreneurs showcased their
creations in a vibrant catwalk display, illustrating

the potential for creativity and self - employment
in sustainable practices.

PAGE22


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIJl7XiW1UI




Plenary Speakers

Setting the Scene

presentation here

i

-

speéch her“e

spéech here

Prof Linda G odfrey

isa Principal Scientist at the CSIR and Extraordinary
Professor at North - West University, South Africa, and
holds a PhD in Engineering. With over 25 - years of sector
experience, she manages Circular Innovation South
Africa on behalf of the Department of Science and
Innovation. She has provided strategic input to a number
of local, regional and international waste and circular
economy initiatives for the United Nations, European
Union, World Bank, South African Government, business
and academia. She has published extensively in the field.

Linda gave an introduction about the circular economy in
the South African context, reminding everyone that the

[ ‘ t [

management, for the curent and future generationsin
support of socio - economic development.

Richard Perez

isthe founding director of the Hasso Plattner d - school
Afrika* (d-school), a unique institution in Africa affiliated
with Stanford and Potsdam. Previously, he spent 10 years
leading a product design agency in Cape Town, working
across diverse markets. Richard holds degrees in
Mechanical Engineering, a Master's in Innovation Design
Engineering, and an Executive MBA. His expertise bridges
design thinking, product development, and education.

Richard reflected on how circularity can be made reality

in the built envionment b LT L e
venue six green star rating from the Green Building
Council of South Africa. The building itself does not only
speak to sustainable practices of a building but also to

the design thinking principles which are taught at the
Hasso Plattnerd - school AFRIKA* and are much needed
for a circular economy transition.

3N« - s e o ko
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https://acenkzn-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/katharina_gihring_acen_africa/Ei7MjQNuhpFNm9bF7XssPXcB_dGoTVqftsb8NlyY4tZ9pw?e=5aV1Gh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1j-M01IpjQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ehN8Zsxcb48




Watch this video

~ CIRCULAR
~ /| SOUTH AFRICA

Become a member of Circular South
Africa for free to view and contribute to
the knowledge hub and to connect with

other members and partners.

PAGE26


https://youtu.be/d2JcqK_dPQQ?si=xQzbEM5YWQEjaGS8
https://circularsouthafrica.co.za/login-register/

Plenary Speakers Visionary statements

Hélene Rekkers

isthe Consul General of the Netherlands in Cape Town,
serving since 2022. With a distinguished career in
diplomacy, she has held key roles in Turkey, Tunisia,
China, and at the World Bank. Since joining the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in 1996, Hélene has worked across Senegal,
Germany, and UN Affairs. Her international expertise

spans economic development and cooperation,

reflecting her commitment to global diplomacy.

Héléne welcomed attendees to the inaugural South
African Circular Economy Hotspot, congratulating the
organisers and celebrating the finalists of the #CoCreate
Design Challenge. She emphasised the importance of
entrepreneurship in addressing social and economic
issues and recognised the collaborative efforts of various
teams and partners in supporting young innovators.
Héléne expressed excitement for the solutions presented
by the finalists and acknowledged the City of Cape
Town's ongoing partnership.

View Héléne and ..\ ‘“
Theuns A ' .

v 0 s s A

Dr Theuns Vivian
is the Destination Development Manager for the City of
Cape Town, with a focus on tourism and
entrepreneurship. With a doctorate in Tourism Business
Growth and BEE from CPUT, he has held senior roles in
academia, tourism boards, and industry committees. A
recipient of the Good Samaritan Award for his
contributions to South African tourism, he combines his
expertise with a passion for sports and community
development.

Theuns emphasised the concept “from dust to dust,"
urging attendees to consider the inherent cycle of life in
their designs. He highlighted Cape Town's accoladesin
responsible tourism, advocating for a shift from mere
sustainability to prioritising community well - being. He
announced the relaunch of the Responsible Tourism
Charter, focusing on uplifting local communities and
environmental stewardship.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kCoBhlQBYM8

# CoCreate Design Challenge

The #cocreate Circular Design Challenge 2024
awarded four innovators R15,000 each for their
outstanding contributions to circular economy
solutions.

Launched by the Mission Network of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands (#cocreateSANL) and the Craft and
Design Institute (CDI), the Challenge encouraged
participants to explore innovative approaches across
four sectors. The #CoCreateDesign Challenge was
leading up to #SACEH?24 and had over 80 patrticipants,
who received design thinking masterclasses and
mentoring. Out of 80 entries, eight finalists presented

their ideas, with the audience also being involved in

the voting process

#COCREATE

IRCULAR
ESIGN

CHALLENGE

2024

PAGE28


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8gDlmqRSWg

A\V/ SOUTH AFRICA
CIRCULAR ECONOMY
7/, \% HOTSPOT 2024

#COCREATE
DESIGN
CHALLENGE

Judges

Sean Weldon
Founder: Circular Squared

Chris Whyte
Executive Director: African
Circular Economy Network

Yolanda Jones
Programmes Director:
Ladles of Love

Heidi Smith
ReMake Program Manager:
Taking Care of Business




#COCREATE Circular Design Challenge

Héléne Rekkers

is the Consul General of the
Netherlands in Cape Town, serving
since 2022. With a distinguished
career in diplomacy, she has held
key roles in Turkey, Tunisia, China,
and at the World Bank. Since joining
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1996,
Hélene has worked across Senegal,
Germany, and UN Affairs. Her
international expertise spans
economic development and
cooperation, reflecting her
commitment to global diplomacy.

Erica Elk
is the founding executive director of
the Craft and Design Institute (CDI).
She's a combination of practitioner,
implementer and strategist and
carves out time to develop her own
artistic practice while playing an
active role in the development of
the CDI. Erica has twice been

t il ’ ‘

Influential Women in Business and

Government by CEO Global for her
work in the sector. She is currently a
co- chair of the Visual Arts, Craft and
Design Reference Group inputting in
a national Masterplan for the
Cultural and Creative Industries.
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#COCREATE Circular Design Challenge

Baxolile Singata

CLEAN CARE: WINNER
We offer eco - friendly, refillable
detergent solutions designed to
reduce plastic waste and promote

sustainable living. Our modular
containers allow users to refill

. : #COCREATE
multiple cleaning products, : R
eliminating the need for single - use f C
plastics. By aligning with circular / &
economy principles, we minimise 3
environmental impact while
providing safe, effective cleaning
solutions. Our goal is to revolutionise
the cleaning industry by offering
innovative, eco - conscious
alternatives that benefit both
consumers and the planet.

Repair & Re-use
BAXOLILE SINGATA
R15 000

Wanga Ngwane

Nguni Sunglasses: RUNNER UP
Our start - up proposes the use of
recovered Carbon Black ( rCB) pellets,
derived from tyre waste through

pyrolysis processing. This process
transforms tyre waste into rCB powder,
which is pelletised to manufacture our
eyewear and future accessories. By
reducing reliance on new raw

materials, we ensure sustainable

’ ‘ v o ‘

of - life. Our circular economy approach
fosters responsible design ethics and
educates communities on the
importance of recycling.

A J
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#COCREATE Circular Design Challenge

Sivise Magqazolo

EcoBlend Wear: WINNER
The EcoBlend Wear by Fishtank
Clothing offers stylish, high - quality
gaments made from upcycled fabric
offcuts, reducing textile waste and
promoting sustainability. By
transforming leftover materials into
unique, multi - coloured designs, the
collection aligns with circular
economy principles, providing an eco
friendly alternative to fast fashion.
With a focus on both individuality and
environmental responsibility, the
EcoThreads Collection delivers
fashion - forward products that cater to
the growing demand for ethical and
sustainable clothing.

|
(il
| #cocReATE
J IRCULAR
“ D‘ESIGN

CHALLENGE

I

R15 000

Sharon Phaleng
Za Connect: RUNNER UP
Za Connect is an online platform

designed for designers and crafters to
efficiently source eco - friendly

materials. It connects users with local
suppliers of organic cotton, bamboo,
and recycled fibres through a
searchable database with certification
details and price comparisons. By
reducing middle men and
transportation, Za Connect lowers
costs, supports the circular economy,
and helps designers achieve
sustainability goals while creating
beautiful, environmentally - conscious
fashion .
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#COCREATE Circular Design Challenge

Marnus Smith : > ‘ oy N, Ry Nomahlubi Nompunga
GreenPop : WINNER 4 |k <t RMESESS / Foi Science: RUNNER UP

Our core offering is a scalable, zero L -+ v N ; Foi Science is a sustainability - focused
waste event management solution #COCREATE N company that transforms food waste

that transforms human waste into ' C,'"”L_"‘ GG Y into healing biopolymers and

valuable compost through innovative | i RIS S = : cosmetic ingredients, featured in
humanure systems, nature - based et 7 : products like Rapha Skincare. Our

urinals, a blueprint and SOP for ! 25— circular economy model reduces
sustainable event practices, and a vz = 1 . N environmental impact while creating
comprehensive communications B high - value skincare ingredients.

strategy. Contribute to the circular : Through our Cosmetics Training

economy by transforming human Program, we empower rural

waste into nutrient - rich compost, communities to develop and sell eco -
diverting organic waste streams from conscious beauty products, promoting
landfill, and creating a closed - loop local entrepreneurship.

system that maximises resource
efficiency and minimises
environmental impact.
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#COCREATE Circular Design Challenge

Marlene Mostert

Metanoia: WINNER

Our project addresses the plastic
waste problem in underserved
communities by creating meaningful
resources such as desks, using a
community -based collection model in
under - resourced schools. This enables
students to participate in sustainable
practices by collecting household
plastic waste, get access to

reimagined sustainable education
through events and applied learning
opportunities. Participating schools will
be beneficiaries of these desks,
reducing the resource gap circularly.

\_ Y

Winner
#COCREATE Constiies CES S

R
Cmcuu ) ;

CHALLENGE|

R15000

Keelan Moore
made by pigeons b RUNNER

UP
People engage with a story more so

than vague made with recycled

4 : “ oo - - A B - D
design inspired directly by the wate
and recycling processes that we
have access to can, be a powerful

means to educate consumers

about recycling and inspire them to
make more considerate purchases.
In doing so, we can create a more
informed consumer base and a
tighter knit circular economy.
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Circular Water & Industrial
Symbiosis

PARALLEL
SESSIONS:
ROUND 1

Digitalisation & Innovation

Regenerative Agriculture & food
systems




In a circular economy, water is not only a standalone resource
. . . but also intricately linked with other sectors, such as energy,
SeSS|O n DeS Cri pthﬂ agriculture, and manufacturing. Industrial symbiosis provides
the necessary scale to implement circular water strategies
effectively.

By fostering partnerships across industries, industrial symbiosis
can help create a more resilient and interconnected water
management system. For instance, a manufacturing plant
could use treated wastewater from a neighbouring agricultural
operation, reducing the demand for fresh water and

promoting a closed - loop system that benefits both entities.
Such collaborations can lead to economies of scale, making
the implementation of circular water systems more financially
viable and attractive to businesses.

Water is a critical resource for South Africa, where
scarcity, unequal distribution, and pollution present
significant challenges to sustainable development.

Addressing these challenges requires a holistic

approach that aligns with the United Nations

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG
6 (Clean Water and Sanitation), SDG 9 (Industry,
Innovation, and Infrastructure), and SDG 12 (Responsible
Consumption and Production).

Key examples that presented circular water in action was

Atlantis SEZ and their net - zero water strategy, while UJ - PEETS
presented on how to rehabilitate waterways that are

deteriorating due to industry activities through community
engagement and innovative technologies such as floating

wetlands. International collaboration on innovation and

The concept of industrial symbiosis, which promotes technologies was stressed by Mika from the Finnish Water
collaboration between different industries to maximise Forum.

resource efficiency and minimise waste, offers a

strategic pathway to achieving these goals.

PAGE36
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https://acenkzn-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/katharina_gihring_acen_africa/Ei7MjQNuhpFNm9bF7XssPXcB_dGoTVqftsb8NlyY4tZ9pw?e=5aV1Gh

Session Speakers

Brent Goliath

Brent Goliath is a Project Manager
at NCPC - SA with 12 years of
experience in resource efficiency
and cleaner production. He has
managed projects in Industrial
Energy Efficiency (IEE) and Industrial
Water Efficiency (IWE), and led the
NCPC- SA Internship Programme in
2019. Brent also oversaw GTIP
projects across 25 companies in
three provinces.

\_

Dr Henry Roman

is the Regional Representative for
Southern Africa at the International
Water Management Institute (IWMI),
with over 25 years of experience in
government, private, and NGO
sectors. He specialises in water
management, circular economy,
and youth mobilisation. Key
achievements include developing
< B
Strategy and the Waste and Water
RDI Roadmaps. He serves as a
Trustee for the Sustainable Seas
Trust and holds advisory roles at
Rhodes University and UNISA.

Dr John Ngoni Zvimba
is a Research Manager at the South
African Water Research

Commission, specialising in mining

and industrial water management.

He holds a doctorate in Bio - Physical
Chemistry and has postdoctoral
experience in Bioprocess
Engineering. With over 20 years of
research, John has authored 50+
publications and supervised
postgraduate students. He is a
former Adjunct Professor and a
member of the Water Institute of
Southern Africa and International
Water Association.
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Session Speakers

Kiera Crowe Pettersson

is a circular economy consultant
and current strategic advisor for the
African Circular Economy Network.
Through her work, she aims to
leverage public - private
partnerships, palicy, and strategy to
make change happen in agile and
impactful ways. In addition to her
work at ACEN, she currently serves
as a senior professional officer at
ICLEI, and director of projects at Big
Circle Studios.

\_

Dr Kousar Hoorzook

is water and health specialist with
over 15 years of experience in
microbiology and molecular biology
inthe water sector, holding a
master's in biotechnology and a
doctorate in biomedical technology.
Currently, Kousar is a Program
Manager at UJ - PEETS, focusing on
water quality and sanitation,
managing projects that drive
industry and SME competitiveness
through innovation and technology
transfer, contributing to the green
economy.

Matthew Cullinan
is an expertin green infrastructure
and sustainable urban
development. He has a Masters in
City and Regional Planning, with
undergraduate degrees in
Economics and Environmental
Science. Prior to joining the ASEZ,
Matt worked internationally and
locally on a wide variety of projects
ranging from financing green
Infrastructure projects in Tanzania
to planning mixed used waterfront
developments in Nigeria. He is
passionate about the potential of
green infrastructure to lay the basis
for a sustainable future.
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Session Speakers

Mbali Zwane

is the acting programme manager
for the resource efficiency and
circular economy at the University
of Johannesburg's Process Energy
and Environmental Technology
Station. She holds a master's degree
in environmental management
from the University of
Johannesburg, focusing on
applying circular economy
principles in the management of e
waste. Her expertise lies in waste
management and sustainability.

\_

&1 4

Mika Jantunen

is an official representative of
Finnish Water Forum (FWF) for
Southern Africa. FWF isanon - profit
organisation that focuses on finding
solutions to global water challenges
and sustainable development Mika
has extensive experience in framing
water related challenges and
turning them into concrete solutions
by using new innovations and
technology.

Ntobeko Boyana
is the CEO of Ben Peta, ACEN Non -
Executive Director and a Council
Member of the Cape Chamber. He
has worked in manufacturing,
process engineering and R&D in the
tyre, paper, and waste industries. He
co- authored a working paper on
transition to Circular Economy,
presented Circular Economy
Masterclasses for various
programmes, and worked on the STI
Led Circular Economy Strategy in
SA. He has a BSc from the UPE.
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SGSS'O n DeS Crl pt|0n Challenges to digital transformation were central to the

conversation, with panellists noting that high data costs and
limited access to the internet remain significant barriers,
particularly in underserved communities. Ancther key issue was
digital literacy 3 many young Africans are not equipped with the
necessary skills to thrive in a digital economy. There are
promising signs, with funded programs providing digital skills
training, but security concerns, especially theft of digital

The session on the digital revolution and its equipment, continue to pose challenges. The panellists stressed
transformative potential in Africa highlighted the that overcoming these barriers is essential if Africa is to leverage
critical role of digitalisation in driving economic growth the full potential of the digital revolution.

and sustainable development. The keynote address

underscored how digital technologies can propel Africa
forward, but emphasised that for this potential to be addressing social and environmental challenges. Case studies

fully realised, governments must prioritise affordable of successful digital initiatives demonstrated how innovation
can help reduce waste, improve resource efficiency, and create

The session also explored the role of digital technologies in

reliable electricity and internet access. The panel
discussion explored emerging trends and more inclusive economic models. Governments and businesses

ER = - ‘ - - - were identified as kgx drivers in this transformation, with

- 3 3 - o o G o = I N T - PR oo

entrepreneurial splrlt and adaptablllty collaboratlons between the two seen as crucial to fostering a

digital environment that promotes sustainable innovation and

Panellists, passionately discussed how digitalisation inclusive growth. The session succeeded in sparking critical
could unlock new pathways for prosperity by enabling L, ST U < I
businesses to integrate circular economy principles supportcwculareconomy principles.

into traditional inear models, ultimately creating a
future of sustainable and local jobs.

PAGE40
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Session Speakers

Jasmina Devinck

With a background in corporate
finance and microfinance, Jasmina
has extensive experience in both the
private and NGO sector. She is firm
believer that partnerships between
for - profit and non - profit can
change the game for inclusive
economic development and she
joined Close The Gap to build out
that vision in South Africa.

s o . -
interview here '&3

\_

- ‘ ﬂ\w
. r\ .

Nthutuzelo Qeqe

with over 13 years of leadership and
business development experience,
now heads up Rhiza Babuyile's
fundraising department, where he
spearheads efforts to secure
partnerships and funding for the
organisation's sustainability.
Originally from Eastern Cape,
Johannesburg has become his
second home. Qutside of work,
Ntuthu values family time, enjoys
traveling, working out, and playing
golf. He is deeply and passionately
committed to undertaking
innovative approaches to
addressing poverty alleviation.

Zachariah George

is the Managing Partner at Launch
Africa Ventures, overseeing 140+

tech ventures across 20+ countries.

He is also Co - Founder and Chief
Investment Officer at
Startupbootcamp AfriTech. A
prominent angel investor in over 50
African tech startups, Zach has
been featured in Fast Company,
Forbes, and CNBC Africa. He
previously led Africa investments at
U- Start and worked in investment
banking on Wall Street. Zach holds
degrees from Stanford and 11T, and

enjoys music, theatre, and writing.
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Sessions

Session Description

The session on "Circularity in Agriculture and
Transforming Our Food System" explored how
sustainable farming practices, agroforestry, and waste
reduction can reshape both the food system and the
environment. It delved into organic waste flows, the
production of alternative proteins, and the crucial role of
community in driving local, sustainable food production.
Through innovative solutions and case studies,
participants learned how circular practices in agriculture
could enhance food quality, increase yields, and support
healthy ecosystems, while simultaneously fostering local
economies and reducing waste. Smart agriculture
techniques were also highlighted for their ability to
create a more resilient and regenerative food system.

A key theme discussed was the idea that circularity in food
systems should foster independence and self - sufficiency. This
approach involves collecting organic waste, converting itinto
compost, growing organic vegetables, and then reinvesting part
of the produce back into the community. Community gardens,
kitchens, and centres are central to this process, as they not only
support regenerative farming but also create jobs, build skills,
and strengthen social cohesion. This model of circularity
provides more than just environmental benefits; it offers a sense
of purpose, belonging, and empowerment for communities while
keeping resources in circulation for as long as possible.

Another significant point was the importance of clear labelling
and categorisation of food waste. Food thatis still fit for human
consumption should be prioritised, followed by what can be used
for animal feed, and finally, waste that can nourish the sail.
Regulations should support keeping food in the human
consumption loop as long as possible. Furthermore, participants
emphasised that produce intended for human consumption
should be grown using the best practices to minimise losses.
Additionally, organic waste has potential beyond composting, as
many by - products can be used in other circular applications
such as medical gels and cosmetic products, thus solving waste
problems and creating new business opportunities in the
process.
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Session Speakers

Andy Du Plessis

is the Managing Director of
FoodForward SA, which he joined in
2013. With nearly 30 years of
experience in the development
sector, he pioneered innovations in
food banking, scaling operations
across South Africa’s nine provinces.
Andy holds an Honours in Public
Administration and an MPhilin
Theology. He previously led the
Peninsula School Feeding
Association for 15 years and writes
thought leadership articles on social
development for major publications.

\_ N

Daniele Diliberto

Born in Zimbabwe, Danny Diliberto
believes his love for food started in
his childhood, where food was
central to his Mediterranean family
life. His upbringing taught him that
good food nourishes both body and
soul. This passion led him to the
restaurant industry and ultimately
to founding Ladles of Love. Today,
through his organisation, he
impacts millions of lives through
food.

e Y
"H
-

interview here

interview here

-

View Namhla's ) h

Namhla Skweyiya

is a Food Safety and Security
Specialist passionate about
sustainability and human
development. She is a qualified
Food Technologist and is pursuing a

P - R
Sciences, focusing on Food Safety
Culture in agroprocessing. As
Program Manager at Living Soils
Community Learning Farm, Namhla
promotes sustainable farming, food
security, and regenerative
agriculture, empowering
communities through social impact
and food sovereignty initiatives.

.
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Session Speakers

Nomahlubi Nompunga

is the founder of Foi Science,
merging science and sustainability
to create eco - friendly skincare and
cosmetic products. With expertise in
cosmetic science and biopolymer
technology, she uses food waste
and medicinal plants to develop
high - performance solutions.
Passionate about empowering
disadvantaged communities,
particularly in South Africa, she
leads educational initiatives and
training programs, aiming to build a
sustainable ecosystem that benefits
both the beauty industry and local
communities.

Thembeka Shongwe
Founder and Managing Director of
Dominion Solutions, is a marine
biologist with an MSc in Applied
Ocean Science from the University
of Cape Town. She advocates for
sustainable aquaculture to

enhance food security and meet
global seafood demand. A member
of AASA and the EMC's Aquaculture
and Fisheries Committee,
Thembeka's company, Aqua
Founders Co t/a Dominion Solutions,
won the 2024 Green Youth
Entrepreneur award for sustainable
practices.
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Circular Mining & Energy

PARALLEL
SESSIONS:
ROUND 2

Sustainable Tourism




Session Description

The aim of the session was to provide a fresh
perspective on how the mining and energy sectors in
South Africa can transition towards a more circular
model of resource management. South Africa’s mining
and energy sectors are cornerstone industries of the
nation's economy deeply intertwined with its history and
development. The mining sector, dominated by coal,
platinum, and gold, has been a major contributor to the
country's GDP, employment, and export earnings for
over a century. However, it faces challenges including
declining ore grades requiring deeper mines, and
generally increasing operational costs.

Sessions

The energy sector, historically reliant on coal - fired
power plants, is undergoing a significant ransition. This
context sets the stage for exploring circular economy
principles as a means to address these challenges and
opportunities. This context sat the stage for exploring
circular economy principles as a means to address
these challenges and opportunities.

The speakers and panellists shared their diverse
perspectives, ranging from legal insights to innovative
approaches like Materials as a Service concept and
bioremediation strategies for rehabilitating closed
mines. Throughout the discussions, there was a strong
emphasis on the importance of applying a just lens, not
only in South Africa but also on a global scale, which
spoke to the plenary of Day 1 that a circular economy is
about national resource security.
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Session Speakers

Aysha Lotter

is an environmental and mineral

law consultant and researcher. She
is currently pursuing her PhD at the
University of Cape Town focusing on
the governance of e - waste
circularity in South Africa. She is part
of the team that drafted the South
African e -waste National Policy and
Norms and Standards. She is the
project manager for the Community
of Practice: Waste to Value, and a
liaison for the African Environmental
Health and Pollution Management
Program of the World Bank

\_

Busisiwe Maphalala
Production: Mining cluster with over
7 years of experience in the mining
industry. She holds a BSc in Geology
and a BSc Hons in Energy Studies
and is completing a Master of
Managementin Energy Leadership
at Wits Business School. Her
expertise includes hard - rock
mining, critical minerals, and
sustainable mining practices, with a
focus on circular economy. She co
authored a section in "The Circular
Economy as Development
Opportunity.”

Cathrine Barth
is co - founder of Nordic Circular
Hotspot and Head of Circular
Economy at Natural State. A leading
expertin circular economy and
sustainability, she specialises in
system design and business model
innovation. In 2024, she became an
Assistant Professor at NMBU
Business School, teaching circular
economy. Barth also serves as an
International Expert for the ISO -
standardisation process,
contributing to the first horizontal
standard for Circular Economy
TC323.
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Session Speakers

Prof Cristina Trois

Is an internationally recognised
leader in engineering, researcher

‘ 1 ‘ ‘ )
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the Star of Italy. She is the current
Director of the Centre for Renewable
and Sustainable Energy Studies
(CRSES) at Stellenbosch University.
She previously held the SARChI
Chair in Waste and Climate Change
at the University of KwaZulu - Natal
(UKZN). She has over 20 years of
experience in civil and
environmental engineering, waste
management, and climate change.

Prof Hanri Mostert
Hanri completed her BA and

Master's degrees in Law at
Stellenbosch University before
earning a DAAD Scholarship for
doctoral studies at the Max Planck
Institute for Public and International
Law in Germany. Her LLD focused on
property and land regulation. Since
2008, she has been a senior
member of the University of Cape
Town's Law Faculty. Awarded a
prestigious SARChI Research Chair
in 2016, she specialises in mineral
and energy law, particularly in
Africa's extractive sectors.
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Session Speakers

Dr Notiswa Libala

is the Manager of the Komati Just
Transition at the Presidential
Climate Commission. She has over
a decade of experience in water
resource management and
previously led the Water Resilience
Programme at the Western Cape

Economic Development Partnership.

Notiswa is dedicated to climate
change solutions and advancing
the just transition. She holds a PhD
in Water Resource Science from
Rhodes University.

Susanne Karcher
Founder of EnviroSense CC, is a
chemical engineer specialising in
Integrated Resource and Waste
Management. She is a founding
member of the  African Circular
Economy Network and serves as the
National Coordinator for

the SRISouth Africa project,
supporting the development of
sustainable WEEE policies. She also
represents ACEN onthe SABS -led
Mirror Committee for ISO TC 323 on
Circular Economy.
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Session Description

Sustainable
Tourism

The session on "Sustainable, Inclusive, and Circular
Tourism in South Africa” highlighted the delicate
balance between promoting tourism and preserving the
l—yoo-r—vﬂ.. y.-‘L,~ ."’..I‘J
wildlife. As South Africa remains a top travel destination,
growing tourism brings sustainability challenges that
need urgent attention. The session explored how
sustainable tourism practices can address issues like
waste management, carbon emissions, food choices,
transport, and the impact on local communities.
Participants engaged in discussions on whether current
sustainability standards make a real difference, how
smart procurement can enhance value, and how
transparent carbon offsetting can be implemented to
align tourism with environmental stewardship.

attractive. - ¢ ’

A key discussion point centred on how to market
sustainability to global clients while ensuring local
communities benefitand contribute to the tourism sector.
Not only to enhance the quality of service but also ensure

that the country's natural and cultural assets are preserved.

Sustainable infrastructure and development in remote
areas should leverage the unique features of the local
community and environment, ensuring that nature and
heritage remain intact while promoting a sense of value for
tourists. Holistic planning was advocated to avoid
damaging the very assets that make these destinations

+

Another major theme was the role of transparency and
communication in promoting sustainability. It was noted
that some of Cape Town's main tourist hotspots already
include sustainable practices in their marketing, which
raises awareness and appreciation among visitors. This
transparency helps tourists feel good about their choices
and encourages businesses to adopt more sustainable
practices. Global standards were identified as critical
enablers for driving sustainability across the tourism
industry, as compliance forces businesses to review their
impact and make long - term changes that contribute to
both environmental preservation and business resilience.
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Session Speakers

Corne Koch
is the Head of the Cape Town and
Western Cape Convention Bureau
at Wesgro. She leads efforts to
position the Western Cape as
e
events, contributing to economic
growth through strategic tourism
promotion. With experience at
Gauteng Tourism Authority and
Advertising Standards Authority of
South Africa, she is also a board
member of the International
Congress and Convention
Association and past Chair of the
BestCities Global Alliance.

\_
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Amelia Visagie

Communication and Stakeholder Unit,

has over 32 years of experience in
government and the private sector.
She specializes in stakeholder
management, sustainable community
development, skills training, and
change management. Known for her
innovative thinking and transformative
processes, Ameliais a thought leader
who fosters private - public
partnerships and values stakeholder
engagement as key to project
success. She is also an accredited
facilitator and coach with a passion
forlegacy - building and inspiring
others.

Melissa Foley
Founder of All About Africa
Consulting, leverages over 20 years
of corporate marketing and NGO
consulting experience to promote
ethical travel. With a focus on
protecting communities, natural
resources, and cultural traditions,
she advises a diverse portfolio of
tourism stakeholders, including
travel agents, governments, and

[ ‘ il ‘
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passion lies in fostering
callaborations that enable
transformational tourism to flourish
across Africa.
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Session Speakers

Petro Myburgh
is the Sustainability Manager for the

‘ X

experience in the daily operations at
the V&A, she is passionate about
sustainably managing resources
and optimising efficiencies in the
built environment. Petro has an in
depth understanding of facilities
management and commercial
waste management, with deep
involvement in circularity, social
impact, and emerging technologies.

=

Dr Theuns Vivian
is the Destination Development
Mar:ager for the City of Cape Town,
with a focus on tourism and
entrepreneurship. With a doctorate

in Tourism Business Growth and BEE
from CPUT, he has held senior roles
in academia, tourismboards, and
industry committees. A recipient of
the Good Samaritan Award for his
contributions to South African
tourism, he combines his expertise
with a passion for sports and
community development.

PAGES52



Business 2 Business Matchmaking

V&A Waterfront Waste Recycling
& Wastewater Treatment centres

} FIELDTRIPS

w Taking Care of Business Remake
' ‘ Warehouse Tour
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Fieldtrips

Delegates visited the V&A Waterfront, a beacon

of sustainable urban development, to see how
they integrate advanced technology and
sustainability practices to set a global

standard.

The first site was the innovative blackwater
treatment plant which processes 200,000 liters
daily, producing effluent for flushing toilets. The
cutting - edge Organica Blue House combines
traditional wastewater treatment with a

botanic ecosystem, enhancing efficiency and
sustainability.

The second site visited was to the Waste

Recovery & Recycling Centre, which efficiently
manages waste with over 550 bins across 386
collection points, recycling 2,700 tons annually.
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Fieldtrips

Delegates toured the Taking Care of Business
(TCB) Warehouse, a hub for sustainable
innovation and circular economy. Here, retail
partners and manufacturers donate unsold
products, which are meticulously sorted,
debranded, and repaired if needed.

Entrepreneurs purchase these items at reduced
prices, empowering them to start and grow their
own businesses. Through comprehensive training,
mentoring, and development, TCB fosters
financial and social independence among
entrepreneurs.

Partnering with various retail brands, TCB

provides a cost - effective solution for managing
excess stock and e - waste. Join us to support the
circular economy, extend product lifecycles, and
make a meaningful environmental impact.

taking care

- of business ‘

4
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Wine Tasting

Wine tasting was very generously
sponsored by Emma Borg and
Painted Wolf Wines, which produces
distinctive, high - quality wines with a
unique South African character, with a
strong focus on sustainability and
conservation. Specialising in Chenin
Blanc and Pinotage, they source
premium grapes from selected
vineyards and have earned numerous
international accolades.

leading conservation wine company,
creating remarkable wines that help
generate impactful funding for the
conservation of the endangered

African wild dog, a vital indicator
species.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pT0i1KSENEw

D ay 2 Programme 20 September 2024

08h00
09h00
09h10
09h20
09h30
09h40
09h45
09h50
09h55
10h00
10h05
10h50
11h00

12h15
13h00

14h15

14h30

15h15
16h00

Day 2 of the conference experience begins

Welcome by Melany Fuma , reflecting on Day 1, themes, people and engaging with audience
ACEN & TRG

Circular Performance by aerialist, Jenny le Roux

Catwalk by Sari for Change

Circular Ambassador Pekka Metso

Mickaeel Collier CEO: AWQAF SA

Remake Entrepreneur Neliswa Poni, Taking care of Business

Fermnel Abrahams b Dept of Economic Development & Tourism, Western Cape Government
Fetola representative Isabel du Toit

Pitches of Circular Start - ups and Awarding

Lunch, Expo, networking, talking, post morning session discussions

Closing the loop on a successful conference b wrap up by Melany Fuma
Spier Wine Farm/Living Soils Farm Tour

Discover the Hasso Plattner d - school Afrika*

Meet, partner -up, discuss, exchange and repeat

Network and unwind
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Plenary Speakers

Opening remarks

Karin Boomsma

views businesses as a catalyst for
positive change, with the Circular
Economy as a key model for future
systems. With a background in
Social and Cultural studies, she
focuses on transforming business
strategies to tackle climate change,
fostering innovation, and creating
impactful partnerships. Passionate
about diversity, youth, and
behavioural change, Karin has
collaborated with global partners
and worked across Asia, Europe,
and Africa.

Katharina Gihring
is a circular economy consultant
working across sectors to
accelerate the circular transition in
South Africa. A specialist in
multisector collaboration,
stakeholder convening, and project
management, her work with the
African Circular Economy Network
and Circular South Africa is aimed
at activating collective intelligence
in the circular space. Working with
national government, diplomatic
missions, NGOs, and private sector,
she is a vocal advocate for the role
of a just circular economy transition
in South Africa.




Creative Circular Expression

Day 2 of the conference was opened by a
stunning circular performance by aerialist,
Jenny le Roux, from Art of Synergy.

Founded in Johannesburg in 2014, the
company aims to promote contemporary
circus arts across Africa.

The breathtaking display of grace and
beauty captivated the audience, showcasing
the talent and creativity that Art of Synergy
has brought to global stages.

This vibrant performance set an inspiring
tone for the day's discussions on circular
economy practices, highlighting the
intersection of art and sustainability.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qyqzUj29xFc




Creative Circular Expression

Sari for Change is a conscious fashion brand
dedicated to transforming traditional Indian saris
and heritage textiles into unigue garments,
effectively preventing landfill waste. Emphasising
women's empowerment, the brand provides
education and skills training to foster economic
inclusion.

By saving 150,000 saris from landfills and
empowering 120 women, Sari for Change champions
a circular economy, prioritising sustainability and
resource efficiency.

Co- director and designer Iman Ganjee engaged the
audience by selecting volunteers to showcase the
beautiful saris in a catwalk, celebrating evolving
identities through upcycling and demonstrating the
brand's commitment to both people and the planet.
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Plenary Speakers Visionary statements
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speech heré -
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speech here
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Fernel Abrahams
With over 14 years at the Department of Economic P e . _ .
Development & Tourism, including roles as Deputy in Pretoria. Prior to this role, Metso served as Head of
Director of Catalytic Infrastructure and Energy, Fernel has Mission at the Embassy of Finland in Seoul and has also
contributed to critical projects in the Western Cape. With held diplomatic postsin Slovenia and Bosnia and

an MBA from Stellenbosch Business School and a PhD in R, T . e
Afrikaans Literature from UCT, his  background combines Diplomatic Service since 1987, he has promoted political
strategic leadership with a deep understanding of local and economic relations, human rights policy, and

P I il x ’ ‘ ‘

Pekka Metso

© s - -
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dynamics. Prior experience includes six years as a L. N, e _
researcher for the Parliament of South Africa. and Business Administration.

Fernel spoke about the need for collaborative efforts to
achieve a circular economy, addressing climate risks Pekka highlighted Finland's 2035 climate targets and its
and emphasising sustainability. The Western Cape status as the happiest country. He introduced Finnish
government aims to integrate circular economy representatives discussing circular water solutions and
principles through enabling policies and private sector low - cost housing from plastic waste. He emphasised
collaboration, focusing on sustainable infrastructure, Finland's global circular economy initiatives, partnerships
energy resilience, and water security. They aim for a 1 in Africa, and support for local startups, concluding with a
trillion Rand economy by 2035, inviting partnerships to pitching competition to celebrate entrepreneurial

foster a diverse, sustainable, and prosperous region. achievements.
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Plenary Speakers Visionary statements
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Mickaeel Collier Neliswa Poni

AWQAF SA CEO, Mickaeel Collier, expressed gratitude for Neliswa, a recent graduate of the TCP Remake program,
participating in the circular economy hotspot and shared her inspiring journey from job loss during COVID
highlighted the importance of reimagining our 19 to establishing her own successful sewing business.
relationship with the environment for sustainable futures. She initially took a short sewing course and leamed

He described Oka South Africa, a community fund that pattern making and garment construction. Through the
supports various development programs. Referencing a program, she gained valuable skills, including

principle of stewardship from Prophet Muhammad, he repurposing old clothes instead of discarding them.
urged collective action to implement shared solutions. He Neliswa expressed gratitude for the support and life skills
shared examples of supported projects, including training she received, emphasising her newfound
upcycled products and pomegranate farming, and financial independence and personal growth. She hopes
announced a gift of a pomegranate tree for each her business continues to thrive.

participant, emphasising their contribution to the circular

economy.
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